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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


This is, we think, a rather special issue. In the first 
place, it records in some detail the activities of the May meeting 
in Boise, a meeting which will, we hope, in time lend to an im- 
provement in coth Idaho library service and ISLA activities. In 
addition, this issue is being sent to the secretary of every library 
board in the state, to all Idaho head librarians, whether members of 
ISLA or not, and to all Idaho librarians who have ever been members, 
(If you want extra copies for library-minded Idaho people, please 
write to Miss Bingham.) 


The enthusiastic and cooperative attitude of those who attended 
our May meeting is a clear indication of the ocssibilitics for 
achievement lying dormant in the numerous but scattered libro~ies 
of our state. There are too many fine, hard-working, and esrizest 
librarians in Idaho to permit this stats to continue much longer to 
rank among the worst in library service. If every library trustee 
and board member, every person working in a library, every teacher- 
librarian joined ISLA we could all work together to make this state 
an example rather than a byword in library circles. 


No miracles, no rabbits out of a hat - just steady enlighten- 
ment of our fellow citizens based on a reasonable, step-at-<c-time 
program of library development, with an especial effort to modern- 
ize our obsolete state library laws in 1953. This is our program 
in general; for the details, please read the pages to follow. They 
represent some hard work, some clear thinking, and, best of all, 
show what joint effort can do. We, none of us, know all the answers ~- 
but we are beginning, I think, to ask the right questions! 


Eli M, Oboler 


REPORT OF MAY MEETING 
Dinner Meeting May 18, 1951 
Sessions of the 1951 Idaho State Library ‘Association ‘were held 


in the Gardon Room of the Owyhee Hotel in Boise. The opening meeting 
was a dinner meeting at 6:00 at which President Eli M. Oboler presided. 


The meeting opened with greetings from the President and introduc- 
tion of all members and guests, Following this the grovp was favored 
with two vocal solos by Mrs. LeRoy Heick, soprano, accompanied by Mrs. 
George Hessler. Mrs. Heick sang "My Heart is a Silent Violin" and 

"In That Great Gettin'-Up Mornin' ", 


Senator Erwin Schwiebert of Canyon County was introduced as the 
speaker of the evening. Senator Schwiebert spoke on the subject of 1li- 
brary legislation outlining the most effective way of accomplishing im- 
provement of the library Jaws. Highlights of Mr. Schwiebert's talk were 
as follows: 


The 1951 Legislature was one of the most difficult iicr 
many years from which to gain any ii:provement that invoived es- 
tablishment of a new commission or increased appropriations. 


Women have been pioneers in progressive legislation in 
Idaho and a potent force. The technique thcy have adcpt2d is 
an effective one, that of starting to work fcr iegislation 
two years before the session, just after th: legislature ad- 
journs. The most effective method is to get out among the 
communities and create a demand for library service by talking 
to the organizations such as the P.T.A., the Business and Pro- 
fessional Women's Clubs, the Grange, the Farm Bureau, Churches, 
and men's organizations. Convince them that the need is there 
and get them to work for better library service. Then when it 
comes time for the legislature to meet the home counties of 
each of the senators and representatives will require them to 
support the bills. A legislator's own people must contact 
him before he will be moved to work very hard for a bill. A 
senator must heed what his home folks want him to do. 


Economic interests are behind much of the legislation that 
causes the most time to be spent in debate. Economic interests 
weigh so heavily that it is very difficult to get through legis- 
lation that may ultimately mean increased expenditures. There 
must be demonstration that the services to be gained will result 
to enough advantage to outweigh the disadvantage of the increased 
expenditure. 


Pressure is constantly brought to bear on legislators to 
cut expenditures and prevent their increase by the argument 
that high federal taxes make it necessary to curb expenditures 


on the state level. Legislators may become confused by this 
pressure. In Mr. Schwiebert's opinion the state can afford 
some of the things that are needed for the development of its 
citizens both culturally and educationally. The Legislature 
needs education. This can be done by creating the demand in 
the local communities so that they will instruct their legis- 
lators. 


If the rural populations are without cultural and educa- 
tional services it is their own fault. 75% of the legislators 
come from rural areas, yet 65% of the population lives in urban 
areas, Proportionately the rural areas are better represented 
yet they are the most lacking in the services needed. The need 
is creation of the demand, 


The important question is that of what the people of the 
future are going to read. Will it be material for the pro- 
motion of the philosophy of democracy and the freedom of the 
individual, or that to further the philosophy of materialism 
and communism. The opportunity must be mace for the people 
to read things that wiil foster the American way of life, 


Following Mr. Schwiebert's talk there was a period of questions and 
answers: 


1. Can a state association elect the people they want in the legis- 
lature in order to effect the legislation that is needed? The answer was 
that this would be the natural result of the creation of the demand among 
the people for the services. The people would elect to represent them 
the persons who would work for what they need and want. There is no sub- 
stitute for the development of local interest. Here Mr. Schwiebert ex- 
plained the progress of a bill through the Legislature. It is necessary, 
he said, to get someone in each house to carry the ball. Then watch the 
progress of the bill and keep the attention of the legislators on it. 
Don't let it get buried in a committee and die. 


2. What is the best way to get education across in the various 
counties? Is the ideal way to have someone who is informed travel around 
giving talks? How can a group that cannot pay a salary accomplish this? 
Can it be done by organizing and sending out literature? The answer was 
that a combination of both methods is effective. Circularize the officers 
of organizations and supplement this “en having someone make personal 
visits and give talks. 


3. Do people in rural communities have a greater sense of respon- 
sibility to effect legislation for educational and cultural purposes? 
The answer was "No", Although they have a greater representation they 

_ have done the least along these lines, The need is to inform them of 
the needs and possibilities. If the ideas are worthy and they are taken 
to the people nature will take its course in the will of the people and 
the legislation will get through. 


lh. What about pressure groups? Would pressure from the grass 
roots counteract them? The groups with a monetary interest have the 
advantage. However, the people speaking for the taxpayers carry weight 
too. The voice of the people is the voice of God to a legislator. But 
the program had better be good and worthy of the voice of the people to 
succeed, 


Senator Schwiebert explained that there are two kinds of lobby; the 
- constructive lobby that explains a bill and the reasons why it is needed 
depending on the weight of the evidence to convince the legislators; and 
the destrvctive lobby that uses pressure with little regard to the worth- 
iness of the goal. 


The talk ended with the note of encouragement that the Association 
had made a good beginning in 1951 even though the Library Commission 
Bill had not passed. A copy of the reasons why it is desirable had been 
distributec to every senator and had caused much favoreble discussion, 
some even regretting that sumething was not done to try +o pass it. The 
Association is in a good povition tc try again next time. 


After the talk two filus were saown wish tl.e cooper:ticn cf the 
Assistant from the Film Library at Boise Junior College, Miss ocrothy 
Gunthert. The films were borrowed from the American Librevy Association 
and were Libr on Wheels, illustrating bookmobile services to people in 
Fraser Valley atstrict of British Columbia, and Books Peow..e; the 
Wealth Within, showing how citizens can start a Liorary 22d what lib=ary 
service can do for the people. It also -hows the services of the state 
extension agency, 


A display of books by courtesy of the Oregon News Compeny end of 
posters from the Boise Public Library lent an attractive note “o the 


meeting. 
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Business Meeting May 19, 1951 


The business meeting of the 1951 conference convened in the Garden 
Room of the Owyhee Hotel at 9:30 A.M., May 19. Sixteen members of the 
Association were present: President Eli M. Oboler, Secretary-Treasurer 
Marion Bingham, Vice-President Olive T. Bess, Mrs. Hannah Snyder, Mrs. 

R, Stanley Pearce, Mrs. Will Harley, Mrs. Anna M. Craven, Miss Marion Orr, 
Mr. Lee Zimmerman, Miss Mildred Selby, Mrs. Maxine Slagowski, Miss Martha 
Guenther, Mrs. Anne Parke, Mrs. Mabel Baker, Miss Reva Nearhood, and Mrs, 
Emma H. Mount. 


Minutes of the meeting of November 11, 1950 were read and approved. 
The treasurer's report covering the period November 11, 1950 to May 15, 
1951 showed total cash on hand and receipts as $227.38, total disburse- 
ments as ‘63.2, and a balance in the savings account of $17.1). The 
report was accepted. The Secretary-Treasurer announced that bills of 
approximately $16.00 remained to be paid for conference expense. 


A membership report as of May 18 was given by the Secretary-Treas- 
urer showing a total membership of 90 divided as follows: Public Librar- 
ians 30; College Librarians 18; Elementary and Secondary School Librar- 
ians 19; Trustees 1; Special Librarians 2; Caxton Printers; and 
Institutional members 19, which include one life institutional member- 
ship for the University of Idaho. It was also announced that the f.llow- 
ing had paid dues since the membership list was compiled for the April 
issue of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN: Mrs. Anne Parke, Librarian of Burley 
Public Library; Mrs. Ralph W. Merrill, Librarian of Clearwater Memorial 
Library at Orofino; Miss Laura King, Librarian at North Idaho College 
of Education in Lewiston; Mrs. Maxine Slagowski, Librarian of the Idaho 
Falls Senior High Schools; and Mrs. Will Harley, Librarian of the Mount- 
ain Home Public Library. 


There was discussion as to whether or not the $100 pledged to the 
PNLA Library Development Committee fund should be paid this year or part 
this year and part next year. Mr. Zimmerman commented that though it be 
a worthy gesture we should be realists and get our own house in order 
first. There is so much to be done in Idaho and $100 from the treasury 
of ISLA would be as $500 or $1000 from the PNLA treasury. He suggested 
that we not withdraw the pledge but postpone indefinitely the contri- 
bution, holding ISLA funds in Idaho to do in the state what PNLA wants 
the state association to do, strengthen its own organization. Miss Orr 
then raised the question as to whether or not money contributed to the 
Library Development Committee support would be used in part in Idaho. 
Mr, Zimmerman answered that that is the plan. Even now some is used in 
that way in paying the expenses of the Idaho delegate to committee meet- 
ings. Miss Orr then reminded those present of the embarrassment felt by 
the members: from Idaho at the PNLA conference in Portland the preceding 
year when other state associations were pledging their support and none 
from Idaho could say a word. She suggested a token payment of $25 or 
$50. Miss Guenther suggested leaving it to the discretion of the Exec- 
utive Committee to make a payment if no other project arose within the 
year for which the money should be needed. The President then reminded 


the members that the publication of the IDAHD LIBRARIAN took at least 

$10 en issue for cost of paper alone and more if we were to print enough 
to use in work among other organizations to awaken an interest in library 
development to prepare for future legislation. Finally Mr. Zimerman 
moved that the ISLA notify the PNLA that it will send the $100 in install- 
ments sometime in the future when the treasury shall permit, the time and 
amounts to be left to the discretion of the Executive Board. This was 
seconded and carried, 


Announcement was made of the Extension workshop to be conducted at 
the University of Washington School of Librarianship from June 18 - July 
6. Dr. Leigh of the Public Library Inquiry will be there for the first 
two weeks and Mrs. Carma Zimmerman will conduct the work of the third 
week, Tuition will be $20 and room and board $48.48. PNLA has offered 
to finance one person from each state to attend the workshop. It was 
agreed that Mr. Thorp as chairman of the Library Development Committee 
should go if possible. If not, someone else should be found. Those 
interested were invited to leave their names with the secretary. 


The President made a request that everyone keep it in mind to send 
in news for publication in the IDAHO LIBRARIAN, He is desirous of making 
it an organ through which libraries of the state can keep in touch with 
one another. All gifts of consequence, personnel changes, publications, 
and special activities are newsworthy, He would welcome any suggestions 
for the paper. 


It was announced that an organization called the Citizen's Service 
Center, with headquarters in Coeur d'Alene,is a subversive organization 
and has begun to solicit membership of institutions in the state, Mem- 
bers were warned to recognize it, 


The place and time of the next meeting was then discussed. Mrs, 
Bess thought it might be a good idea to move it around a little to 
create more interest. Miss Orr suggested that the meeting preceding a 
legislative year should be held in the Boise area since there are more 
libraries there and the attendance would be greater. She thought it 
need not necessarily be in Boise since that would make a frequent bur- 
den on the staff of the hostess library. Resorts were considered out 
of the question because of the greater expense to members. Mr. Zimmer- 
man then cautioned about being too hasty in planning annual meetings. 
He thought it important to get something stimulating to offer librarians 
to foster more interest and build a strong association. Most of the 
small town librarians cannot get very much out of a state meeting. They 
do not have the training or the experience to enable them to understand 
much of what is being discussed which has no application to their imme- 
diate problems. He suggested biennial meetings and regional meetings in 
the alternate years putting a responsible librarian in charge to organize 
the regional meeting on the basis of the needs of the community. Go down 
to the level of the little library and get the library trustees out to 
interest them. It is a long range program to develop regional library 
service and we must get a large number of people behind us to be success- 
ful in a legislative program. We need a program of action first, to 
organize the state for action. In regional meetings explanation could 


be made as to what a state meeting means and then the next year the 
attendance at the state meeting will be larger, Further discussion as 

to annual versus biennial meetings was postponed to the afternoon session 
which should be devoted to approving the final draft of the new consti- 
tution. One of the questions there would be whether or not to change to 
the policy of annual meetings. It was agreed that the next meeting when- 
ever it should be held should be in the Boise area, and probably in 
Caldwell. 


It was agreed to invite Miss Helen Ridgway, head of the ALA Public 
Library Division, to be part of the program of the next state meeting 
whenever it should be held. This was put into the form of a motion by 
Mrs. Pearce, was seconded and carried. Mr. Oboler also indicated that 
Miss Lesley Heathcote, president-elect of PNLA could probably attend 
the meeting if held next year. She would then be president. 


Mr. Oboler gave a short report as ALA Councilor. At the Midwinter 
Meeting in Chicago, Idano had been most heartily welcomed as the last 
state to become a chapter of ALA, There will be numerous advantages in 
having this relationship with the national organization. He also report- 
ed that from what he heard in the discussions at the meeting, PNLA will 
probably have a very good chance of obtaining funds for the library 
development program from the Ford Foundation, Mr. Oboler reported that 
he will be unable to attend the summer conference of ALA and would like 
to appoint an alternate in his place to enable Idaho to have a vote at 
the meeting of the Council. Miss Orr said that she hoped to attend. She 
has previously served on the ALA Council and will be glad to represent 
Idaho if she is abie to go. The dates are July 8 - 1). 


It was reperted with much regret that Miss Jessie Fraser, PNLA 
representative, had met with an accident and was unable to attend the 
meeting or send a report. 


The ALA Loyalty Resolution, published in the April issue of the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN, was presented for consideration. All state associations 
have been asked to consider its adoption. It is deemed likely that there 
may be changes in it in the light of recent Supreme Court rulings. Miss 

Orr moved that adoption of the oath be postponed until ALA has considered 
it further. This was seconded and carried. 


Committee reports followed. Mr. Thorp, chairman of the Library 
Development Committee was not present but submitted a written report 
which was read by the President. He reported that formation of the 
committee is still in process. Invitations have been issued to two 
prospective members, one from a middle-sized city library and one from a 
library in a small town. Replies had not yet been received. The chair- 
man of the PNLA Library Development Committee desires to enter into 
correspondence with public library board members or other citizens inter- 
ested in libraries to learn the attitude of public library authorities 
toward the program of the PNLA Library Development Committee. Mr. Thorp 
would welcome the names and addresses of any such known to the member- 
ship of ISLA. 


Mr. Thorp reported further on the proposed arrangements among the 
eleven western states making it possible for states lacking in certain 
educational, charitable, and penal institutions and whose population and 
finances make it impossible for them to develop their own to contract for 
the services of such institutions from neighboring states. To quote from 
Mr. Thorp's report, "for example, the eight medical schools of the west 
are located in five states, and five of the eight are state supported. 
The other six western states have no medical schools and have neither 
sufficient funds nor students to justify the founding of medical schools, 
It may be possible for all of these six states to contract with schools 
of medicine in neighboring states for the medical education for quali- 
fied residents. Wyoming already has such a contract with the University 
of Colorado Medical School. Similar arrangements are under consideration 
by the Conference of Western Governors for dental, veterinary, medical, 
and public health education." The PNLA Committee plans to bring to the 
attention of the Governors' Conference the desirability of similar plans 
for the education of librarians, so that the colleges and universities of 
Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming and other states can, by contract with exist- 
ing library schools, train librarians to meet the shortage of profession- 
al librarians. 


Mr. Thorp also submitted a report as Coordinator of Federal Relations 
for Idaho serving under the American Library Association. Senate Bill 
no.1452, known as the Library Service Bill, and promoted by the ALA, is 
aimed at the extension of library service to the areas of the U. S. now 
lacking it. Such areas are largely rural but comprise almost twenty per- 
cent of the nation's population. The bill provides for grants of $0, 000 
to each cooperating state with additional funds available on a matching 
basis according to per-capita income and rurat population. Provision 

is made for use of the funds by state libraries sd that Idaho could not 
qualify for grants under existing circumstances. However, the passage 

of such a bill might aid the cause for new library legislation in the 
state to enable Idaho to qualify for grants, Senate Bill 349 was passed 
by the Senate on April 9, 1951 and provides 60 million dollars for 
community services in areas of extremely rapid population growth. Though 
libraries are not mentioned specifically they are one of the services 
that could be provided under the bill. Congress is considering four bills 
on postal service and rates whose passage wil:. affect libraries. They 
would alter 2nd class rates, th class rates, the size of parcel post 
packages, and make a general investigation of operations ana charges of 
the Post Office Department. Of these, Senate Bill 1369, providing for 
mailing charges on books that would be more comparable with those now — 
charged on newspapers and magazines, is of speci:l interest. In closing 
Mr. Thorp's report, President Oboler announced that he had received a 
letter from Mrs, Malmberg, ALA representative in Washington, stating that 
the time had come to support Senate Bill 1452. It was asked that letters 
be sent, if only requesting copies of the bill to show interest in it. 

Mr. Oboler reported that he had written to Senator Welker from Idaho 
asking that he support the bills for the lowering of postage rates on 
books and that the senator had replied promising his support and indi- 
cating his agreement on the need for the legislation. 
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Next came reports from the Legislative Committee. Members of the 
committee are Mr. Charles Webbert, Miss Marion Orr, and Mrs. Mabel Baker, 
newly appointed. Since none of these find it possible to serve in the 
capacity of chairman, a chairman for the committee remains to be appoint- 
ed. In the absence of a chairman reports were submitted by Mrs. Mabel 
Baker and Mr. Webbert. As instructed in the meeting of November 11, 1950 
the Secretary had prepared two bills, one to remove the State Library 
Commission from the supervision of the State Board of Education, and the 
other providing for an appointive commission of three members to be des- 
ignated by the Governor to replace the present ex-officio commission of 
four state officers. Both bills were introduced in the House of Repre- 
sentative i. D. Vincent of Ada County and were passed there but did not 
come out on the floor of the Senate for vote. The Secretary, aided by 
Mrs. Baker, continued to work until the last day of the session in an 
effort to get the bills out of committee, even distributing to the mem- 
bers of the Senate a brief statement in mimeographed form of the reasons 
why the legislation should pass. This statement was also given to the 
Secretary of State. Mrs. Baker's report on legislation included some 
suggestions for future work of the legislative committee in preparing for 
another legislature. These were: interviewing the Governor in advance, 
enlisting his endorsement of the legislation, and getting his advice as 
to whether or not the appointments should be left to the Governor's judg- 
ment or whether the bill should require that a qualified librarian be 
appointed as one member of the State Library Commission; considering 
including a request in the bill for the salary of a state organizer to go 
about the state to study local situations and enlist the cooperation of 
various organizations who might be interested in supporting library legis- 
lation; asking the Governor to include in his budget the salary for such 
a person; selecting a member in both the House and the Senate who will 
agree in advance to look out for the library legislation and see it 
through; planning to interest the legislators in supporting the library 
bills before they come to Boise; and furnishing the librarians of the 
state with material to use in interviewing the senators and representa- 
tives of their counties. The weight of personal influence of each 
librarian in his own community must be felt to foster public interest 

in favor of legislation for better library service. 


Miss Orr reported as chairman of the Idaho Authors Committee. She 
is also chairman of the PNLA Committee working on a compilation of in- 
formation on Northwest Writers. She reported that a committee had been 
formed in each state to work on gathering biographical and bibliographi- 
cal information about the authors of that state. Headquarters for the 
work in Idaho is the English Department of Idaho State College. The 
work is. being. done under the directorship of Assistant Professor Maralyn 
Morton, Idaho is further along than the other states in the bibliogra- 
phy. Questionnaires have been drawn up to be sent to the authors for 
the biographical information, They are returned with varying degrees of 
completeness of the information givens Official name of the PNLA Come 
mittee is the Committee to Investigate the Possibility of Collecting 
Biographical Data on Current Northwest Writers. 


A report of the Newspaper Committee was given by Mr. Zimmerman, The 
purpose of the committee is to investigate and formulate a program for 
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the preservation of the newspapers valuable to the history of Idaho by 
having the files micro-filmed. A meeting was held in Boise in February 
of 1950 which was attended by a group of interested librarians. Con- 
sensus of opinion at the meeting was that there was a need for a state- 
wide program of micro-filming as the only way to preserve papers indef- 
initely. The possibility of setting up microfilming equipment at the 
University under state subsidy was discussed, but there was doubt as to 
whether or not the Legislature would vote funds for such a project. It 
was also suggested that Idaho publishers be persuaded to stand the cost 
of the micro-filming but that libraries should purchase positive copies 
of the film thereby reducing the initial cost to publishers and encour- 
aging a larger number to micro-film their files. It was agreed that 
publishers should be encouraged to start filming current files, It was 
.felt that once the program had been started that they would become in- 
terested in filming the back files also. Mr. John Spencer, Jr. of the 
Universal Microfilming Co. attended the meeting and discussed costs. No 
definite plans for action were taken except to try to plan a joint meet- 
ing with representatives from the library association and the Idaho 
Editorial Association. It was thought wise to enlist the cooperation 
of this group in the effort to set up a program. Contact was made with 
this association and assurance was given that a committee would be 
appointed. It was hoped that a meeting could be held prior to the 
library meeting but the President of the Editorial Association did not 
make the appointments in time. Whenever possible the committee of the 
ISLA will arrange a joint meeting and report whatever plans may be for- 
mulated or action taken to the association. Since the meeting in Boise 
several papers have begun to be filmed: the IDAHO FALLS TIMES July 9, 
1891 to Sept. 16, 1920 with a missing run August 1h, 191) to January 13, 
1916; RUP:RT RECORD, 1905-1908; RUPERT PIONEER, 1905-1908; RUPERT 
PIONEER RECORD, 1905-1923; RUPERT DEMOCRAT, May 23, 1917 to January 31, 
1918; MINIDOKA COUNTY PATRIOT, February 7, 1918 to March 6, 1919; 
MINIDOKA COUNTY NEWS, March 13, 1919 to December 25, 1919; IDAHO STATE 
JOURNAL, October 19)9-date; IDAHO DAILY STATESMAN, January 1950-date; 
DAILY IDAHONIAN, the publisher is contemplating the micro-filming of 
back files from 1950 to date. 


Following the committee reports the President called for resolu- 
tions. Mrs. Bess offered a resolution expressing appreciation for the 
work of the staff members of the Boise Public Library, especially Miss 
Selby, Mrs. Baker,and Miss Bingham, in planning the meeting and arrang- 
ing for the poster displays, This motion was seconded by Mr. Zimmerman 
and passed. 


The meeting then adjourned for 30 minutes until luncheon should 
be ready. 


=< 


News and views of Idaho libraries and librar- 
ians are always welcomed by the "Idaho Librarian". 


Write now! 


Luncheon Meeting, May 19, 1951 


The first thing on the program following luncheon in the Garden 
Room at the Owyhee Hotel was the drawing for a prize book furnished by 
the Oregon News Company. The title was a surprise as the book was 
wrapped and had not been opened. Mrs. Hannah Snyder, Librarian of the 
Gooding Public Library, drew it and it turned out to be a copy of the 
latest edition of Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 


Speaker at the luncheon meeting was Mr. Lee F. Zimmerman, Librarian 
of the University of Idaho Library. His topic was "What a State Library 
Agency Can Do For Idaho", He spoke from his experience as State Librar- 
ian in Minnesota. Highlights of his talk are as follows, 


There are three types of state libraries: (1) the library 
with an extension division governed by a state library board 
such as are found in Michigan and Washington; (2) a state 
agency independent of the state lib-ary and controlled by a state 
library commission; and (3) a stat: agency as a division of the 
state department of education and u:der the jurisdiction of the 
state board of education, 


A state library serves as a clezring house of all the library 
problems that arise within a state. {ts purpose is to develop 
good library services with high standerds and qualified personnel. 
The main functions of a state library can be outlined as follows: 

1. Direct lending to schools, libraries and individuals 
a. Travelling library service when a cvllection of 
books is sent out by the state agency 
b. Supplementing of small schools and libraries 
resources with small circulating collections 
c. Lending service to all schools and libraries in 
the state of specific books needed. This is an 
interlibrary loan type of enterprise. 
d. Direct book service in packages to individuals 
in rural areas where no libraries exist 
Mr. Zimmerman read several interesting letters he had 
received from the people of Minnesota expressing their 
appreciation of the service of the state library. 
2. Technical guidance, information,and advisory services 
a. The rendering of such services to library boards, 
cour-sy library boards, city councils, county 
boarris of commissioners, school boards, etc, by 
means of correspondence, publications, surveys, 
etc, on all subjects from the planning of library 
buildings to the placing of librarians in libraries 
Advice on salary schedules, hours of work, sick leave, 
and other versonnel practices 
Advice on policiss of charging fines, setting up 
charging systems, registration procedures, book 
collzctions, and weeding of obsolescent books 
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Surveying school and public libraries, studying 
their practices and policies, and bringing to 
them the facts on methods of improvement 
Supplying of adult and children's book lists, 
periodicals and encyclopedias for purchase 
Advice on the purchase of library supplies and 
furniture 
Advice on the quality of book bindings and the 
explanation of ALA and Library Binding Institute 
standards. Library Binding Institute inspection 
service. 
h. Planning of new buildings ari for remodeling 
Library government, library finance, and library laws 
a. Advice to libraries of what can be done under 
existing laws 
b. Helping libraries to protect funds from library 
tax levies from going into other city projects 
c. Advice to school libraries on making contracts 
with public libraries and encouragement to school 
library districts to build their own collections 
Promotion, organization, and extension of library service 
a. Guidance to boards, local groups and librarians in 
the establishment of libraries 
Encouragercnt of high standards of personnel and training 
Publicatic «is 
a. Book lists 
b. Guicance manuals for untrained librarians 
Statistic:.i compilations 
a. Circulation 
b. Income and expenditures 
c. Salaries 
d. Use of these to gain increased appropriations 
Placement of personnel 
Administzation of state and federal grants-in-aid 
Institutes and workshops 
a. Practical help for small libraries, supervised by 
professional librarians 
Fostering cooperation and coordination of library resources 
a. Deletion of unnecessary duplication in book collections 
b. Development of interlibrary loan practices 
Cc. Exchange of duplicate materials 


Mr. Zimmermea closed by pointing out that the Idaho agency performs 
only one of the cbove functions, namely that of traveling library service, 
He feels that a strong state agency is the only answer to progress. We 
must have the addition of at least two professional people and they must 
spend at least 50% of their time in the field, 


Before attempting to get legislation, a plan of procedure should be 
developed and an integrated program outline in one, two, three order the 
steps in needed legislation. The Library Development Committee could 
plan a program to present to the Idaho State Library Association for 


3. 
he 
5. 
6. 
- 
8. | 
9. 
10. 
n. 
X 
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approval, This committee should plan to hold a meeting over a period of 
several days to work this out in detail, 


Mr. Zimmerman's talk was most stimulating and left everyone present 
with a stronger feeling of the direction the work of ISLA must take in 
the future. 


H 


Afternoon Session May 19, 1951 


The afternoon session of the ISLA meeting was devoted to discussion 
and approval of the new constitution. The following members were present 
at this meeting: Mr. Oboler, Miss Nearhood, Mrs. Craven, Mrs. Harley, 
Miss Guenther, Miss Orr, Miss Selby, Mrs. Parkc, Mrs. Snyder, Mr. Zimn- 
erman, Mrs. Bess, Mrs. Pearce, and Miss Bingham. 


A few minor changes were made in the constitution proposed and one 
major change. The principal discussion referred back to Mr. Zimmerman's 
proposal of the morning session regarding the holding of biennial meet- 
ings with regional meetings in the alternate years for the purpose of 
awakening a consciousness andi an interest among the people of all sec- 
tions of the stcite in the need for and development of better library 
service. Each article of the constitution was discussed separately and 
voted on separately. A copy of the revised constitution appears in this 
issue of the IDAHO LIRRARIAN, 


At the beginning of the afternoon session a letter from Miss Lesley 
Heathcote, President-elect of the Pacific Northwest Library Association, 
was read. It contained information regarding the plans in Montana for 

beginning the movement for library development and suggested means that 
might also be used in Idaho. 


Marion Bingham 
Secretary-Treasurer 


MOSCOW MAGAZINE 


The June 1951 issue of the University of Idaho quarterly, the Bookmark, 
is one that will be of lasting value to Idaho librarians, In addition to 
its usual features, this issue carries a checklist as of May 1,1951 of all 
periodical holdings, and all transactions and proceedings which are in- 
dexed or abstracted in the University Library. According to Lee Zimmerman: 
"It was a long, hard, time-consuming job. We worked on it for a whole 
year on and off. It was prepared primarily as a library service for the 
faculty and as a quick,ready reference tool for the library staff and 
graduate students." Interlibrary loans, of course, throughout the state 
will be facilitated by this valuable new finding list, of which copies 
may still be available from Mr. Zimmerman, 


Executive Board Meeting 
May 19, 1951 


A short meeting of the Executive Board of the Idaho State Library 
Association was held after the afternoon session on May 19 at 5:30 P.M. 
Present were President, Mr. Oboler, Vice-President, Mrs. Bess, and 


the Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Bingham, 


It was decided that the two members of the Membership Committee 
to be appointed should be from a public library and a school library. 
Three names were selected from which two members should be appointed, 


It was decided to ask Mrs. Amy C. Ambrose of Meridian to act as 
Chairman of the Legislative Committee, 


Official appointment of members of the Library Development Com- 
mittee would have to await Mr. Thorp's final report. 


The Publications Committee was left under the chairmanship of the 
President, Mr. Lee Zimmerman and Miss Mildred Selby were selected to 


serve as members, 


It was decided that the 1952 biennial meeting should be held in 
Caldwell sometime between May 1 and 15, 


As had been decided at the business meeting in the morning, the 
main feature on the program of the 1952 meeting would be a talk or 
perhaps more by Miss Helen Ridgway, head of the Public Library Depart- 
ment of the American Library ‘ssociation. It was also decided to in- 
vite Miss Lesley Heathcote to be on the program, Miss Heathcote 

will be President of the Pacific Northwest Library Association at that 


time, 


The meeting then adjourned, 


Marion Bingham 
Secretary-Treasurer 


BOOK PURCHASES 


",..In consequence of the misplaced commercial principle of 
giving the public what it wants, an excessive proportion of the li- 
brary funds is devoted to the purchase of books of no real educa- 
tional significance. One rather small and cramped library purchased 
last year nine hundred fiction titles. Were fifty novels published 
last year that are worth shelf room today? And if Judy O'Grady and 
the Colonel's lady had not had a chance to read last year a book 
they would not touch this year, where was the 1§ss?" Alvin John- 
son, in his "The Public Library - A People's University", p.73-7h. 
(New York,American Association for Adult Education. 1938. $1.00) 
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“Baker, Mrs. Mabel, Cataloger 
Boise Fublic Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Bedford, Mrs. Mary D.,Librarian 
Boise Junior College Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Bess, Mrs. Olive T.,librarian 
Strahorn Memorial Library 
College of Idaho 
Caldwell, Idaho 


Bienapfl, Mrs. Grace,Librarian 
Franklin Elementary School 
Boise, Idaho 


“Bingham, Marion, Librarian 
Boise Public Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Brummer, Mrs, Edith, Librarian 
Boise High School 
Boise, Idaho 


Coffin, Marie, Librarian 
Caldwell High School Library 
Caldwell, Idaho 


~ Craven, Mrs. Anna M.,Librarian 
Rexburg Public Library 
Rexburg, Idaho 


Davis, Deborah, Ref. Librarian 
Boise Public Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Maier, Mrs. Della M.,Librarian 
Cole Elementary School 
Boise, Idaho 


Members Present at 1951 Meeting 


y Guenther, Martha M, yAsst. Libn,. 


Mount, Mrs. Emma H., Librarian 
Middleton High School Library 


Middleton, Idaho 


Nearhood, Reva, Librarian 
Veterans Adminis. Hospital Library 
Boise, Idaho 


_ Oboler, Eli M., Librarian 
Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


_Orr, Marion C., Librarian 
Idaho Falls Public Library 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


__ Parke, Mrs. Ann B,, Librarian 
Burley Public Library 
Burley, Idaho 


~ Pearce, Mrs. R. Stanley, Librarian 
Clearwate: Memorial Public Library 
Orofino, Idaho 


—Selby, Mildred,Children's Libn. 
Boise Public Library 
Boise, Idaho 


_Slagowski, Mrs, Maxine, Librarian 
Idaho Falls Senior High School 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


Snyder, Mrs. Hannah, Librarian 
Gooding Public Library 
Gooding, Idaho 


Thompson, Mrs, Vernette, Librarian 
Kuna High School Library 
Kuna, Idaho 


~ Zimmerman, Lee F,, Librarian 
University of Idaho Library 
Moscow, Idaho 


Treasurer's Report November 11, 1950 - May 31, 1951 


Cashier's check for cash on hand forwarded from former President $75.6) 


Receipts 


Individual dues 
Institutional dues 43.00 
Interest on savings account «7h 
Total receipts 


Total cash on hand and receipts $229.38 


Disbursements 


Postage 


Supplies 25 ° 85 
Charge for cashier's checks «50 
Mineographing 1,25 
Express charges 5.19 
Guest plates at dinner meeting 3.00 
Fee to Boise Junicy College for 

film showing 3.00 
Tips at dinner meeting to make 


up 10% 2.00 
Total disbursements 


Balance in savings account May 31, 1951 $153.92 


Marion Bingham 
Secretary-Treasurer 


"There is probably no agency that is in a more strategic posi- 
tion than the public library for promoting understanding, the anti- 
thesis of prejudice. The literary record of every people in history, 
of every racial group, and of every religious faith falls within 

the bounds of the raw material with which we perform our function, 

If there is to be a peaceful world - in either a national or inter- 
national sense - there must be understanding and tolerance. The 
public library can play an important role in their promotion," 
Herman H. Henkle, in his "The Public Library", p. 101. (Texas 
Library Journal, Sept.,1950) 
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Report of Chairman of Library Development Committee 


The chairman's principal committee activity has been the consider- 
ation and selection of members for the committee. Formerly a resident 
of southern Idaho, he has been away a very long time and is acquainted 
with only two or three librarians in the southern part of the state, 

These librarians have other duties in the association. 


Originally the intention was to select three members, one each from 
the public libraries of larger, middle-sized, and smaller cities respeci- 
ively. Owing to the provision in the proposed new constitution placing 
committee memberships at three, it is now proposed to select one from a 
middle-sized, and one from a smail public library, since the development 
program would affect the functions of the smaller public libraries most. 


Invitations have been sent to prospective committee members, but 
replies had not been received at the time of writing. 


The chairman has been handicapped by a rather severe shortage of time 
for committee work in recent months; the outlook for the coming year in 
this respect is much better, 


The P.N.L.A. Comaittee has not yet held its spring meeting, and 
there have been few rercrts recently from that committee, hence there is 
at present nothing to relay to ISLA members from the regional committee, 
except the few matters which follow. When a meeting is held, or signif- 
icant news issued, it will be prepared for the first subsequent issue o 
The Idaho Libra:-ian, 


The chairman of the P.N.L.A. Committee desires to enter into corre- 
spondence with public library board members, or other library-minded 
citizens, to ascertain the attitude of our public library authorities 
toward the program of the P.N.L.A. library development committee. I 
would appreciate receiving the names and addresses of such persons as 
may be known to any of you, who would be willing to enter into corre- 
spondence with the P.N.L.A. Committee on this matter, 


A number of agreements among the eleven western states have been 
contracted, considered, or discussed whereby necessary educational, 
charitable, and penal facilities lacking in most of the states whose 
populations and finances are insufficient, can be made available on a> 
contractical basis by states fortunate enough to possess them, 


For example, the aight medical schools of the west are located in 
five states, and five of the sight are state supported. The other six 
western states have no medical schools and have neither sufficient funds 
nor students to justify the founding of medical schools, 


It may be possible for all of these six states to contract with 
schools of medicine in neighboring states for the medical education for 
qualified residents. Wyoming already has such a contract with the Uni- 
versity of Colorado Medical School, Similar arrangements are under 
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consideration by the Conference of Western Governor for dental, veter- 
inary, medical, and public health education. 


The P.N.L.A, Library Development Committee plans to bring to the 
attention of the governor's conference, the desirability of similar 
arrangements with respect to the education of librarians, so that the 
colleges and universities of Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming, for instance, 
can by contract with existing library schools, train librarians to meet 
the shortage everywhere existing, For further information about this 
program, see Western Regional Cooperation in Higher Education: a Proposed 
Program, Council of State Governments, January 1951. 


- 


Respectfully submitted, 
Leonard Thorp, Chairman 


Report of the Coordinator of Federal Relations 


The principal federal legislation of recent date that is of special 
interest to librarians is the Senate bill 1452, introduced on May 9,1951, 
by Senators Hill (Alabama), Douglas (Illinois), and Aiken (Vermont), 


This bill was promoted by the American Library Association, and is 
known as the Library Service Bill. Its aim is to extend library service 
to tnose areas of the United States now lacking such service. Such areas 
are, of course, largely rural, but they include almost twenty percent of 
the nation's population. 


The bill provides for grants of $40,000 to each cooperating state, 
with additional funds available on a matching basis, according to per- 
capita income and rural population. 


Since provision is made for use of the funds by State libraries, it 
is possible that Idaho could not at present qualify for grants. Opposi- 
tion to the bill will undoubtedly be intense, owing to the drive for cur- 
tailment of non-defense expenditures, 


Nevertheless, it seems desirable that library-minded people in Idaho 
should support the measure whole-heartedly, Its passage, to view it from 
a strictly local viewpoint, might aid library supporters in Idaho to 

secure the legislation we need in order to qualify for grants, 


But in addition, what aids library development, we believe, aids the 
country as a whole, and hence, even applied indirectly, aids Idaho also, 
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Senate Bill 349. passed the Senate on April 9, 1951. Among other 
things it provides 60 million dollars for community services in areas of 
extremely rapid population growth. Libraries are not mentioned specifi- 
cally, but are among those services that can be provided under the bill. 


Congress is now considering four bills on postal service and rates 
whose passage will affect libraries. These bills would alter 2nd class 
rates, th class rates, size of paxcel post packages, and make a general 
investigation of operations and charges of the Post Office department. 


Of special interest is Senate Bill 1369, which among other things 
provides for mailing charges on books more comparable with those now 

charged newspapers and magazines, whose rates are substantially below the 
kth class rates paid by books, 


The coordinator will attempt to inform you of the proper times, as 
indicated by the A.L.A. Washington office, to write members of Congress 
in support of legislation of interest to libraries. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Leonard Thorp 


CHOICE VERSUS COMPULSION 


life. We decide to read one book, not another; we vow never to see 
another play ty a cer»ain dramatist; we fulminate against an edito- 
rial that clashes with our views. Our action may depend on a number | P 
of factors: our upbringing, our education, our glandular make-up, 
our tastes, our prejuiices, our mood. We may try to persuade our 
children and our 

With this type of censorship no liberal will quarrel. It is 
predicated on the freedom of personal choice, It is dynamic and 
democratic; through the processes of education the standards which 
govern its exercise are constantly molded and improved. But the 
momant sone official steps ia anc deprives us cf the right to exer- 
cise our choice by m:icing a book ‘unavailable to us even if we want 
it, we get another kind of censorship, the Hitler-Mussolini-Stalin 
kind: one that proceeds from coercion, one thet comes from the out- 
side instead of from within, one that is unsound, dangerous, hostile 
to progress and, from the censor's own point of view, futile. - 
M. L. Ernst anc Alexender Lindey, in their The Censor Marches On. 
p. 212 (Doubicaay, 1°40) 


i 
“Every one of us exercises a personal censorship every day of his | 
! 


LEGISLATIVE COM‘ITTEE REPORT 


Owing to circumstances beyond its control the legislative 
committee was inactive to a great extent, 


After the association meeting last fall, two bills, which, 
while not entirely what we want or the state needs in the way of 
library legislation, were a start in the right direction, were pre- 
pared, One removed the State Library Commission from under the super- 
vision of the Board of Education, the other chanzed the membership 

of the board from an ex-officio membership to a membership appointed 
by the Governor, These bills were introduced in the House by Rep- 
resentative Vincent of Ada County, Both bills passed the House, 
but they died in committee in the Senate, because of lack of time, 


It is suggested that the new legislative committee and the 
membership of the Association as a whole commence work at once on 
a bill or bills to be presented to the legislature in 1953 which 
will give Idaho the library legislation which it needs to put it 
in step vith present-day trends in library service, 


Charles Webbert, Acting Chairman 


DISCARDING 


"In general, the principle of the heavy duplication of a relative- 
ly small but competenti;y selected stock ow what may be called the 
essential books on all subjects within the scope of the library and 
the interests of the common reader would seem to be indicated as one 
of the leading characteristics of tomorrow's library, There will be 
a firmer tendency to assert the authority of the institution in deter; 
mining what the essential books are, and the addition of new titles 
to this nucleus will be a process involving the exercise of a sound 
and informed judgment and of complete liberty of decision, And a 
second, collateral, and equally important process- that of discarding- 
will be developed to equal efficiency and with equal judgment, and 
will be rigorously applied to keep the book collection up to the 
standards set for it, The public library, as before sugzested, has 
no duty to keep books on its shelves that have become obsolete or 
have otherwise outlived their usefulness, The function of "handing 
down! belongs to another type of library and in the average public 
library too easily becomes mere haarding, This is not to be taken 
as a warrant for indiscriminate discarding, of which the classic 
example is furnished by the Bodleian Library which disposed of the 
First Folio of Shakespeare when the second was received-and succeeded 
in retrieving its error only after several centuries, But Giacarding 
is, nonetheless, as important in keeping a book collection ‘alive! 
as addition, and will one day be as systematically practiced," 

C. By Roden, "Standards for the Public Library Book Collection", in 
"The Library of Tomorrow" (Chicago, A. L. A. 1939, $2.50) p.9h. 
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IDAHO LIBRARY LA&GISLATION, 1951 


In our planning for the 1951 Legislative Session, we tried to set 
attainable goals, feeling that a small beginning would at least set the 
stage for increased library activity throughout the state, and enable 

us to cooperate effectively with the P.N.L.A. Regional Development Plan. 

We set out to do two things only: 

1. To amend section 33-2501, Idaho Code, thereby changing the 
State Library Commission from an ex officio body to one appoint- 
ed by the Governor, 

2. To repeal section 33-113, subdivision 1) which places the Li- 
brary Commission under the supervision of the State Board of 


Education, 


Both bills passed the House very early in the session, the amend- 
ment as House Bill 3, the repealer as House Bill 4, But in the Senate 
the bills became separated and House Bill was immediately thrown out 
because of a technicality. (The entire section should have been written 
into the bill instead of just the sub-section to be repealed, We are 
still wondering how it got by the House!) House Bill 3 was sent from 
State Affairs Committee to Judiciary, from Judiciary to State Affairs, 
and back again to Judiciary. A member of Judiciary tried on two occa- 
sions to get the bill reported favorably on the floor of the Senate, 
but the committee did rct concur. We did accom>lish this, howevers we 
distributed to each member of the Senate and tc the Secretary of State, 
a concise statement of why House Bill 3 should de passed. 


One recommendation we pass on to the new Legislative Committee: 
it is important that very soon after Election Day a member be selected 
from both the Senate and the House to sponsor our bills and to help us 


keep in touch with their progress. 


Some questions arise out of our experience, Would it be advisable 
to ask the Governor to make ,ovision for extending library service in 
his budget recommendation? Would it be well to suggest the appointment 
to the Library Commission of one qualified librarian who has vision for 
extending the library service of the state? Should we try to do pro- 
motional work through influential groups such as the Grange which is 
active in the areas which will benefit greatly from a Regional Develop- 
ment Plan and more potent library legislation? 


The time to begin to think about the 1953 Session is now. What 
can we as librarians do to help elect legislators who are interested in 
extending library service beyond the municipal units to the many remote 
cross roads of this state? 


From November 1952 to January 1953, what can we do to enlist the 
active support of the legislators whom we know or can learn to know 
personally? The best place to get bills passed is in our own local 
communities before the Legislative Session, 


Mrs, Mabel Baker 
Legislative Committee 


Report of the Newspaper Committee 


The idea of a statewide newspaper microfilm program for Idaho was 
first discussed informally among a group of Idaho librarians at the Van- 
couver meeting of the P.N.L.A. in 1949. Somewhat later the presidents 

of four Idaho state institutions of higher learning discussed the matter 
also at a meeting of their own in Spokane. Out of these discussions came 
the group meeting of Idaho librarians who, in February of 1950, met in 
Boise to explore the subject further. This conference was motivated by 
a desire to consider measures leading to the historical preservation of 
the state's newspapers. 


At the present time there is no agency within the state that has an 
organized program for the collection and preservation of Idaho newspapers. 
Some libraries in the larger communities have kept files of their local 
newspaper but this cannot be said of libraries in the smaller towns and 


villages. 


Over the years many old newspaper files are subject to loss by fire, 
to disintegration through age, to excessive atmospheric dryness, damp- 
ness, or dust. Very often some files are depleted through carelessness, 
Issues may be loaned to individuals in the community and are not subse- 
quently returned. Only recently one paper, the Idaho Falls Times which was 
microfilmed, was missing all numbers from August , 191 through June 13, 
1916. This gap will probably never be closed since neither the publisher 
nor the local library can locate the missing issues. 


Neither the University of Idaho nor the Idaho State College have 
complete files of the papers to which they have subscribed over the 

years, Among the files the University does have, many issues have been 
mutilated or have become mice-infested over the years, 


Nearly every state in the union has an adequately supported state 
historical society which is charged by law with the collection of archival 
materials. Many have built up extensive and complete files of newspapers 
within the states. California and Washington, for example, have good 
State libraries and conservation newspaper programs. Here in Idaho we 
have a state extension library and a state historical society and mu- 
seum, but they are neither properly supported nor staffed for undertaking 
a statewide newspaper collection and preservation program. The State 
Historical Society does have some newspapers from the various communi- 
ties in its collection, but, so far as we are aware, it does not have a 
planned statewide program designed to bring together in one place a great 
many, if not all, the newspapers published in Idaho, 


In the absence of a statewide program, a few of the larger libraries 
in the state have made some efforts to keep files of their local papers. 
At the University of Idaho, for example, files are being built up for a 
dozen or more newapapers located in various parts of the state. But 

this effort does not go far enough. Some one state agency, if possible, 
should be made responsible by law and be given financial assistance in 
the task of bringing together in one place as many Idaho papers as 
possible for permanent preservation or for microfilming. 
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Therefore, the problem as it shapes up is this: Can publishers 
and librarians here in this state be made aware of the importance of 

preserving our Idaho newspapers and, if so, what measures can be under- 
taken jointly to assure their preservation in the future? 


One of the richest, if not the richest source of a state's history 
for the scholar, the historian, or the sociologist is the history of its 
towns, its counties and its regions; the culture and enterprise of its 
people; and the manner of its economic, social, and political develop- 
ment, All of these attributes are reflected in the columns of daily and 
weekly newspapers. Once these papers are gone, the continuous history 
of a region or locality is also gone. 


In an effort to explore the problem directly, notices were sent out 
to a number of Idaho librarians who, presumably, might be interested, to 
meet in Boise. This meeting was held Friday afternoon and Saturday morn- 
ing of February 10th and llth, 1950, and was attended by ten librarians. 


It was the conviction of those present that the need for a. statewide 
microfilming program was imperative since it was the only way by which 
newSpapers could be preserved indefinitely. The possibility of setting 
up microfilming equipment at the University under state subsidy was dis- 
cussed but it was questioned whether the Legislature would vote funds 

for such a project. It was suggested that Idahc publishers be persuaded 
to defray the cost of mizrofilming themselves but that libraries in the 
state should purchase positive copies of the film thereby reducing the 
initial cost to publishers and encouraging a larger number to microfilm 


their files, 


It was agreed that publishers should be urged to begin now to micro- 
film at the end of each year their twelve month's accumulation. The cost 
for only one year being negligible, it could be easily defrayed - parti- 
cularly by the smaller papers. It was felt that once a current micro- 
filming program was undertaken, publishers would, in time, microfilm 
their back files also. Mr. John Spencer, Jr., of the Universal Micro- 
filming Company attended the meeting and discussed costs with the group. 


No definite plans for further action were taken at this meeting 
other than to agree that it would be highly desirable to meet with a 
committee representing the Idaho Editorial Association for joint discus- 
sions and for its cooperation in formulating a statewide newspaper micro- 
filming program. The committee was authorized to contact the Editorial 
Association, Through Miss Bingham this contact was made and assurances 
given that a committee would be appointed to meet with this committee, 


It was hoped that a joint meeting of both committees could be 
arranged immediately following this conference on Saturday afternoon or 
on Sunday, but to date the President of the Idaho Editorial Association 
has made no appointments. Whenever appointed, however, your present 
committee will arrange for a joint meeting. \hatever plans may be for- 
mulated or whatever action may be taken will be subsequently reported 
back to this group. 
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It is well to note in this report that since the meeting in Boise 
and Mr. Spencer's talk before the Editorial Association on the subject 
of microfilming of newspapers, the following newspapers have begun a 
microfilming program: 


“ Idaho Falls Times, Files microfilmed: July 9, 1891 to September 
16, 1920 except for a missing run, August 1h, 191) to January 
13, 1916. Cost of positive film to libraries - $90 


’ Rupert Record. Files microfilmed, 1905-1908, 
1905-1908. 


Rupert Pioneer Record, 1908-1923. Microfilming of the files from 
1923 to date will probably not be undertaken since they have 
been well bound. 


Rupert Pioneer, 


’ Rupert Democrat. May 23, 1917 to January 31, 1918. 


“ Minidoka County Patriot. February 7, 1918 to March 6, 1919 


"Minidoka County News. March 13, 1919 to December 25, 1919. 


The total footage on the Rupert papers is 76, It was microfilmed 
two pages to the frame. The approximate cost for a positive film is $70. 


¥ Idaho Daily Statesman. January 1, 1950-date. Cost of positive 
film, $90 per year. For the present the back files of this 


paper will not be microfilmed, 


( Idaho State Journal. October, 1949-date. Cost of positive film 
for 1950 is $36. Cost for the three months of 199 is $12. 
Back files previous to 199 for this paper and formerly the 
Pocatello Tribune are currently being microfilmed. It is 
anticipated that a total of 200,000 to 230,000 pages covering 
these back files will be microfilmed at an approximate cost 
of 4 cent per page. Total estimated cost, between $1,000 


and $1,200, 


Daily Idahonian, Publisher is contemplating the microfilming of 
back files from 1950 to date, 


These microfilming projects have occurred since the meeting in 
Boise, and may be attributed to that meeting and to the efforts of 
individual librarians who have followed up in their own communities. 
This is an encouraging start and points the way. In time an ever 

larger number of publishers will follow suit. This is especially true 
if your committee succeeds in working out a joint program with the Idaho 
Editorial Association. 


Lee Zimmerman, Chairman 


SERVICES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE LIBRARY AGENCY 


Lee Zimmerman 
Librarian, Univ. of Idaho 


(This article as published below is a condensed version in written form 
of the talk given by Mr. Zimmerman at the luncheon meeting of the Idaho 
State Library Association in Boise, Friday, May 19, 1951.) 


The subject which I have been asked to talk upon is a very broad onee 
It cannot be fully explored in the brief time at my disposal. I can pre- 
sent here only a general over-all picture of the state library agency and 
the kinds of service it renders. From this generalization you can better 
visualize perhaps what a strong state agency, if adequately supported, 
could do for the people and the libraries of Idaho, 


A good starting point for a discussion of the subject is to note 
briefly that the legal establishment of state library agencies came about 
in response to very definite library needs, The organizational structure 
varies among the different states. The three most common types are 
(1) the state library agency that functions through a state library as an 
extension division and is under the jurisdiction of a state library board. 
Michigan and Washington are good examples of this form. (2) The agency 
that operates independently or apart from a state library and is under 
the juriddiction of a state library commission, Arkansas and Wisconsin 
typify this kind of organization. And (3) the agency that is connected 
with or is a division of a state department of education. New York and 
Minnesota illustrate this kind of set-up. Regardless of the form of 
legal organization all the states have library agencies which function 
either in an extensive or a limited way to provide library service to the 
people within their jurisdictions, 


However, it is the functional or service aspect of the state library 
agency with which we are most concerned today. It would be difficult to 
define its functions in a sentence or two. Stated rather broadly, the 
state library agency exists to provide continuous library leadership and 
is charged with the responsibility of developing library service within 
the state, It serves as a clearing exchange for all library problems 
that arise and strives to develop good library services through legis- 
lation, planning, information, direct book loans, cooperation among 
libraries and constituted authorities, desirable standards and qualified 
personnel, It also gives assistance in organizing libraries, particular- 
ly county and regional libraries, or in aiding those already established, 
Broken down specifically the main functions of the state library agency 
Shape up along the following lines: 


Direct Book Service to Schools and Public Libraries and to Indi- 
viduals, This is the most common form of service and the one with which 
we are most familiar. By means of this service books, pamphlets, clipp- 
ings and visual materials are loaned to individuals out in the state, 
to small communities and to schools, particularly rural schools, These 
are sent upon request: 
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To individuals living in small communities or on farms who have 
no local public libraries or free access to printed matter. 


- To small communities and rural schools in the form of traveling 
libraries comprising group collections of 25 or more books which 
are loaned to local communities for short periods of time, 


To school and public libraries in the form of supplementary book 
collections loaned for short periods of time. 


To school, public, and some college libraries in the form of an 
overlending book service of specific titles not in their book 
collections. 


- To state prisons and reformatories if they do not maintain li- 
braries for their inmates. 


Desirable Legislation, It sponsors legislation to improve library 
conditions wit he state and for the operation and maintenance of 
libraries by units of varying size such as townships, school districts, 
counties and regions; contractual agreements between school districts 
and public libraries; state grants-in-aid and their administration; tax 
support; library standards as well as many others, 


Technical guidance, Information & Advisory Services. It renders 
technical and advisory servi:es to library boards, sc‘io0ol boards, school 
and college officials, county boards of commissioners, city councils, 
school librarians, pubi:.c liorarians, lay groups and individuals by means 
of correspondenze, publications, field visits, surveys, inspections and 
supervision on all technical and administrative problems from the plan- 
ning of library buildings to the placement of librarians. It would be 
difficult in the extreme to draw up a complete listing of the services 
rendered in this category. Only a few examples will be cited here, 

These may serve to convey some idea of the range and character of li- 
brary activities on which assistance is rendered. 


- Salary schedules, hours of work, vacations and sick leaves, 

- Budget allocations, 

- Fines, book charging systems, registration procedures and rental 
collections. 

~ Weeding of obsolescent books from collections. 

- Surveys of school and public libraries. 

- Adult and child:en's hook lists, periodical lists and desirable 
encyclopedias for first purchase, 

- Library furniture and supplies. 

- Quality book binding and bookbinders, 

- Book dealers, book purchases and discounts. 

- Planning new library buildings or quarters; remodeling of old 
buildings including lighting systems, floor coverings and 
interior decoration, 

- Library government, library finance and library laws such as, 

a. Appointment and reappointment of board members. 
b. Respective authority of board members and public officials. 


Control of public moneys, 

d. Tax levies, 

e. Contractual agreements for book service between public 
library boards and school districts. 

Purchase of library property. 


Promotion, Organization & Extension, It extends guidance and direc- 
tion to lay groups, public library boards, school districts and librarians 
in obtaining increased financial support for existing libraries and in 
organizing larger service units such as county and regional library systems, 
Good examples of this type of service are: 


~ Publicity or promotion campaigns in local communities, counties, 
or regions to focus public attention on the library, its ser- 
vices and its needs, through the media of the radio, press and 
platform, 

~- The promotion and organization of county and regional libraries 
throughout the state in order to provide superior services at 

less cost than is possible through small independent agencies. 


Library Standards, It encourages necessary library standards for 
school and public libraries in relation to personnel, technical pro- 

cesses, administrative procedures, academic and professional training, 
library training courses, certification as well as muny others. 


rublications. It »repares and issues from time io time booklists, 
guidance manuals, repoi%s, builetins, news and informstion designed to 
inform and instruct school anJ public librarians within the state. 


Statistical Compilations. It assembles and compiles for librarians 
and governing officials useful statistical data on school and public 
libraries, and sometimes on college libraries, Data gathered usually 
covers librarians' salavies, library income and expenditures, tax 
levies, registered borrowers, yearly accessions, number of books loaned, 
etc. 


Plavement of Personnel, It maintains an advisory service in the 
placement of librarians. Files of librarians registered are kept and, 
upon request, recommendations of qualified individuals are submitted to 
head librarians, school superintendents, college mene, and ony 
boards for existing vacancies, 


Administration of svate zrants-in-aid. It administers state grants- 
in-aid to public libraries and sets up qualifying standards. If and when 
federal aid to public libraries passes Congress, the state agency will be 
charged also with the administration of such grants. 


Institutes and Workshops. It sponsors and organizes institutes and 
workshops for librarians wivhin the state. They are designed to assist 

librarians in service, especially those with limited professional tLibrary 
training or no training at ali, 
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Library Cooperation and Coordination. It strives to bring 
about desirable cooperative undertakings between libraries in order to 
minimize waste, increase effectiveness and do away with unnecessary 
duplications by means of contractual agreements between school districts 
and public libraries, union catalogs, interlibrary lending and exchange 
of duplicate materials, 


These service functions of the state library agency cover a wide 
range of activities scattered over a broad front and are of major im- 
portance in developing and improving library conditions within the 
state. A strong state library agency is imperative if there is to be 
library progress and development. Without it, librarians, library 
boards, and school people are at a serious disadvantage. 


In Idaho, we already have a state library agency but a reading of 
the statute leaves something to be desired. While it is empowered to 
cooperate with public libraries and to assist in their establishment, 
the emphasis is placed specifically upon the operation of a traveling 
library service. This, of course, is essential and important in a 
rural and sparsely populated state like Idaho, which is without region- 
al libraries, Nevertheless, this is only one of the functions of a 
state library agency. Technical and advisory services to school and 
library officials and the establishment of libraries are of equal im- 
portance and are urgertly needed in Idaho. The agency needs at least 
two additional people - one to direct pubiic library activities and 
the other to supvervise schoo. libraries. Both of these individuals 
should spend at least 50% of their time in the field w-rking directly 
with librarians, school authorities and public officiéis, 


In May of 1950 a Library Development Committee appointed by the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association, together with Dr. Robert Leigh 
as consultant, met for a week in Olympia to study and identify the 
library problems of the Northwest. A report of the committee's work 
and its program was subsequently published in the P.N.L.A. Quarterly. 
It is a document which every librarian should read, 


Library development committees were subsequently appointed for each 
of the northwest states and British Columbia. Mr. Leonard Thorp of the 
University of Idaho has been appointed chairman of the committee in this 
state. This committee will attempt to do for Idaho what the parent 
committee is undertaking for the whole northwest, 


If we are tc improve litrary conditions in this state, obtain a 
strong state library agency, emend our library laws, and develop library 
services, it is of transcendent importance for all of us to work with 
this committee towards the common goal. It should be stressed here that 
the development and improvement of library conditions rests largely with 
us. A strong state library agency would be of enormous help to us in 
Idaho, but, when all is said, continuous progress of a library movement 
is the joint responsibility o2 the state library association, library 
boards, librarians, governing officials, and individual citizens. 
Librarians themselves nust spearhead a development program, become 
leaders in their communities and take the local library and its problems 
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to the people. It is our responsibility to interpret local library 
situations to library boards and to the public, our responsibility to 
"sell" the library to the community. Once the public is made to visu- 
_alize the growing importance of the library to the schools, to the 
community, to adult education and to the cultural enrichment of life, 

it can be logically counted on to respond and to support the modest needs 
of the public library. 


MEETING SIDELIGHTS 


Everyone "oh-ed" and "ah-ed" over the beautiful table decora- 
tions provided by Miss Selby and Mrs, Baker of the Boise Public 
Library staff for the dinner meeting, 


X XX 


The Owyhee Hotel provided good accomodations except that a foot- 
ball-coach with films was holding forth just next door all during 
Senator Schwiebert's speech! 


X XX 


Miss Guenther cainc to Boise with a locked suitcase = with the 
keys inside} But a Boi:seé ke;-store helped out, 


X XX 


The movies shown after the dinner meeting were most striking 
and interesting, Senator Schwiebert's mechanical ingenuity helped 
overcome a balky projector, 


XXX 


"I suggest that there be framed in gold and hung in the lobby 
of every public library in America, copies of the Declaration of 
Independence and of the Constitution of the United States, and that 
in these confused times, the ‘exhibit of the week' in the library, 
frequently display the documents and texts which highlight the his- | 
tory of the American people's fight for freedom and i*%s struggles 

to maintain that freedom, Very fine colotype facsimiies have been 
published by The Library of Congress and the National Archives, and 
can be obtained very inexpensively from the Superintendent of Doc- 
uments, The freedom which is ours we inherited from our forefathers 
who drafted those great documents, The documents themselves will 
not save us from the demagogues of 1950 unless we know, understand, 
and practice the principles on which those documents rest," 

Herman H, Henkle, in his "The Public Library", p, 101 (Texas Library 
Journal, Sept,, 1950) 


IDAHO STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAN.S 
Revised May 19, 1951 


Article I 
Name 


The name of this organization shall be the Idaho State Library 
Association, 


Article II 
Ob ject 


The object of this association shall be to promote library in- 
terests and development, to raise the standards of library service, 
and to foster fraternal relations among librarians and those inter- 


ested in library service, 


Article III 
iembership 


Section 1, Any person or institution interested in library work in 
Idaho may become a member o* the Association by paying dues as pro- 
vided in the by-laws, 


Section 2, There shall be four classes of membership: Individual, 
institutional, life and honorary, 

a. Life membership shall be for individual members only, 

b, On nomination by the Executive Board, persons who have ren- 
dered important services to library interests in the state, 
but who are not actively identified with library vork, 
may be elected honorary members by unanimous vote at any 
meeting of the Association, Such members are exempt from 
payment of dues, may voice opinions and serve on committees 
but have no vote, 

c, Institutional members are entitled to one vote through a 
delegated representative of the governing body of the in- 

stitution, 


Article IV 
Officers 


Section 1, The officers of this association shall be a president, 
a vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer, 


Section 2, The duties of these officers shall be those usually 
pertaining to such positions plus the following: 
a, The President shall submit a written report at the bien- 
nial meeting, 
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The Vice-President shall be President-Elect, This provi- 
sion shall take effect at the first election following adop- 
tion of this revised constitution, 

The Secretary shall handle all mailing of notices and pub- 
lications to the membership at large and such other corre- 
spondence as shall be assigned, The Secretary shall send 
news of ISLA activities revularly to the FNLA QUARTERLY, 
THE ALA BULLETIN and other news outlets, 

The Treasurer shall serve as chairman of the Membership 
Committee and shall submit a written report at the bienniel 
meeting covering finances and membership, 


Article V 
Regional and National Affiliation 


Section 1, A member of the Association who is also a member of the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association shall be elected to serve 
as PNLA Representative for a term of two years, 


Section 2, The Association, accepted as a state chapter of the 
American Library Association on January 31, 1951, shall elect a 
member who is also a member of the American Library Association 

to serve as ALA Councilor for a term of four years to conform with 
ALA practice, except that the Councilor elected in 19°1 shall serve 
only until 1953 when the first general election under this constitu- 
tion shall be held, One of the officers of the Asscc..ation may also 
be elected to serve as ALA Councilor, 


Section 3, The PNLA Representative and the ALA Counciior shall each 
submit a written report at the biennial meeting, 


Article VI 
Executive Board 


Section 1, The Executive Board shall consist of the four officers, 
the immediate past President, the FNLA Representative and the ALA 
Councilor (who may be one of the four officers), The President of 
the Association shall be chairman of the Executive Board, 


Section 2, Duties of the Executive Board shall be: 

a, To appoint the chairmen and approve the membership of all 
standing and special committees, 

b, To approve all experditures of the Association, 

c, To plan the programs for the biennial meetings and district 
meetings, 

ad. To fill a vacancy in any office except that of President 
for an unexpired term, In the event that the office of 
President is vacant and the Vice-President cannot take over 
this office a special election shall be called by the Execu- 
tive Board under the direction of the Secretary, 
To advise the President on the administration of the affairs 
of the Association, 
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Section 3, The Executive Board shall meet as soon as possible 
following the biennial meeting of the Association to sppoint com- 
mittees, outline the year's work, and make tentative plans for the 
district meetings, Other meetingsmay be called by the President as 


needed, 


A quorum of the Executive Board shall be three, 


Section 


Article VII 
Committees 


Section 1, There shall be four standing committees of at least 
three members each appointed for the biennium: Membership, Legis- 
lative, Library Development, and Publications, 


Section 2, Special committees may be appointed as needed, 


A Nominating Committee of three members shall be appointed 


Section 3, 
as needed, 


Section 4, All committee chairmen shall submit a written report 
at the biennial meeting, 


Article VIII 
Elections and Terms of Office 


Section 1, Beginninz with 1953, election years shall be the odd- 
numbered years, Terms of office shall be two years except that of 
ALA Councilor, New officers shall take office immediately follow- 
ing the biennial meeting, In 1953 all officers, the FNLA Represen- 
tative, and the ALA Councilor shall be newly elected, 


Section 2, The Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot naming 
tvio candidates for each office except that of President, In 1953 
two candidates for the office of President shall be nominated, Can- 
didates shall be members in good standing, The ballot shall contain 
provision for write-in votes for each office, 


Section 3, The chairman of the Nominating Committee shall conduct 
the election by mail ballot three months before the biennial meet- 
ing, notify the successful candidates immediately thereafter, and re- 
port the result of the election at the biennial meeting, Candidates 
receiving the largest number of votes cast shall be declared elected, 


Article IX 
Meetings 


Section 1, Regular biennial meetings shall be held in the even-num- 
bered years at a place and date to be designated by the Executive 
Board, In odd-numbered years there shall be district meetinss planned 
by the Executive Board and conducted by a chairman _— by the 
Executive Board, 
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Section 2, Ten percent of the individual membership of the ‘ssocia- 


tion shall constitute a quorum at any statewide meetinz, 


Section 3, Notices of meetings shall be mailed not later than one 


month prior to the date set, 


Article X 
Amendments 


Section l, 
ing two-thirds favorable vote of ballots returned, 


Section 2, 
two-thirds favorable vote of ballots returned, 


Section 2, 
present at any meeting of the Association, 


BY-LAV'S 


Article I 
Dues 


Section 1, Dues for individual membership shall be $1,00per year, 


institutional membership $2.00 per year, and life membership 


Section 2, The membership year shall be the calendar year, 


Treasurer shall solicit dues annually the first week of January, 


Dues shall be payable by February l, 
Section 3, 
first week of March, 
to the membership in April of each year, 
ceive appointment on committees, 
Article II 
Parliamentary Authority 


parliamentary authority for all meetings of the Association, 


Section 4, Special meetings may be called by the Executive Board, 


This constitution may be amended by mail ballot requir- 
The by-laws may be amended by mail ballot requiring 


The by-laws may be amended by two-thirds vote of those 


Second notices shall be sent to delinquent members the 
Section h, A list of members in good standinz shall be distributed 


Section 5, Delinquent members shall not be eligible to vote or re- 


Robert's Rules of Order in the latest edition shall be the 
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$25.00, 
The 


x 


IDAHO AND THE LIBRARY SERVICE BILL 


The membership of ISLA may be interested in the following docu- 
ments concerning possible benefits from the bill Cciscussed in Mr, 
Thorp's report and now pending in the U, S, Senate, 


May 25, 1951 


Dear lr, Obcler: 


Undoubtedly you have wondered what funds the Library Service 
Bill would make available to your state, According to the Office 

of Education you will be eligible for the initisl «ilotment of $0,000, 
plus $32,749 on the basis of rural population, or = total amount of 
$72,749 from federal funds, To secure the total you must furnish 


965, 823, 


In this connection I would remind you of three factors, 1, There 
is no way to define new money, so current appropriations for library 
extension on the state level may be counted for matching, 2, A 

state unable to take full advantaze of the program immediately may 
expand its program yearly for the five year period as funds, personnel, 
etc,, become available, 3, The State Agency may match all the funds 
itself, or may in its plans indicate that a percentage may come from 
local sources, You of course know that if a program is statewide, 
local sources cannot be counted for two reasons: First, this program 
is to stimulate state and local endeavor and if all local funds 

could be counted there would be no stimulus to further effort, 

Second, if all local funds could be counted, and any one of the librar- 
ies in the state were to have a cut in appropriation, it would jeop- 
ardize the whole program, for the bill states clearly that there 

can be no cut in appropriations for library purposes because of re- 
ceiving federal funds, Local contributions can be a part of a plan 
for a regional program or demonstration if limited to a particular 


area, 


The bill provides that the State Agency shall submit a plan 
to the Commissioner of Education for the use of the funds, The 
State Agency, not the Commissioner, determines whether the plan will 
use the funds to maximum advantage, The Commissioner must make 

sure the money is spent according to the plan and that the State 
does not cut its own appropriation because of federal funds, 


Undoubtedly you have made tentative plans which could not be 
definite until you knew the funds to be available, It would be most 
helpful to me to have your tentative plan before the ALA Conference 
in July, Your plan will undoubtedly result from careful discussion 
between the Association and the State Agency, Since Congressmen and 
Senators like to know what services a bill will provide their people, 
it would be unvise to label specific areas to be served, but rather 
indicate the types or kinds of services to be offered, This infor~ 
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mation would not only help me but would be of value to those in your 
state working for the bili's passage, 


Sincerely, 


Mrs, Margie Sornson Malmberg, Director 
ALA Washington Office 


June 7, 1951 


The Honorable Robert E, Smylie, Attorney seneral 
State of Idaho 

State Capitol Building 

Boise, Idaho 


Dear Sir: 


Enclosed you will find a copy of a recent letter from the 
Director of the ALA's \ashington office, I am sending this to 
you in your capacity of Secretary of the State Library Commis- 
sion, According to this letter, if the Library Service Bill 

now pendine in the Senate should be passed, the State of Idaho 
would be eligible to get $72,749.00 from federal funds, Un- 
fortunately, the State must furnish its own $65,823.00 in order 
to get the added money from Washington, This, of course, could 
only come from a le islative appropriation, which has not cveen 
made, Also, our present set-up of State Library Commission and 
State Traveling Library would probably not qualify with the gov- 
ernment to administer a grant under this Library Service Bill, 


We of the Association, who are anxious to see that Idaho 
library service is improved, would appreciate very much any ad- 
vice you can give on a possible reply to lfrs, Malmberg, You will 
note that she asks in her last paragraph for us to submit "our 
tentative plan" for the use of the funds before the ALA Con- 
ference in July (which occurs July 8 - 14, 1951), The statement 
by Senator Lister Hill, which you will also find enclosed, ex~ 
plains quite clearly, I think, what the bill could do for us, 


I would greatly appreciate a reply at your very earliest 
convenience, 


Sincerely yours, 


Eli M, Oboler, President 
Idaho State Library Association 


June 9, 1951 


Dear Mr, Oboler: 


I have your letter of July 7, 1951, with which you enclosed 
a copy of the letter from the American Library Association and an 
excerpt fron the Congressional Record containinz a statement by the 


Hon, Lister Hill, 


From the point of view of our State, the absence of legislative 
appropriation, except in minimal amounts, would seem to preclude 
participation in the federal program, unless the maintenance appro- 
priation at the Library could be rezarded as an appropriation for 


library extension, 
In view of his interest in the problem and in order that you 


may have a statement of policy with regard to the plan, I have for- 
warded your letter with the enclosures to Governor Jordan with the 
request that he reply to you direct, 


With warm personel regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


Robert E, Smylie 


June 11, 1951 


Mr, Eli M, Cooler, President 
Idaho State Library Association 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Dear Sirs 


Attorney General Smylie has referred to this office your letter 
of June 7 with attachments, together with his reply to you regarding 
the possibility of State funds for library matchine purposes with 


the Federal Government, 


I think tir, Smylie's letter to you pretty clearly states the 
problem from our angle, This project, while highly desirable, would 
call for legislative action in order to set up State matching funds 

for participation with Federal funds, if and when they are available, 


Yours sincerely, 


Jordan, Governor 


| 
| 
| 
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June 15, 1951 


Mr, Eli M, Oboler, President 
Idsho State Library Association 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Dear Mr, Oboler: 


It is agreeable with me that any part of my letter to you be 
quoted, 


Yours sincerely, 


Len Jordan, Governor 


June 14, 1951 


Dear Mr, Oboler: 


To clarify questions about the Library Service Bill I would 
like to comment: 


1, The State Library Agency makes a plan which, in its judgment, 
will use the federal funds to maximum advantage in extending library 
services, In asking for plans, which undoubtedly will be developed 
in cooperation with the state association, we realize such plans 

can not be final, out indicative of the kinds of services envisaged, 
Since several people have indicated uncertainty as to the possibil- 
ities of plans under the bill, the following illustrations are offered 
as suggestive since it is expected each state will make plans to 

fit its own needs, This is a "state program" in which each state 
makes its own decisions, 


1, Demonstrations of county or regional library service 
2. Decentralization of state library into regional branches 
3, Bookmobile service from a headquarters 
5 


Specialists or general consultants to work with local 


boards 
Book stocks to all libraries, the state library, or a 


regional library 


2. A state can gradually expand the program as its own state 
funds for matching increase, As the state proportion becomes larger 
the federal share does as well until the federal share reaches the 
proportion quoted in the May 25 letter, 


3, Figures quoted to you were the total annual allotments 
possible each year for five years, States have a year in which 
to take advantage of the program and still get funds for the full 
five years, 
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4, Bach state first matches the $40,000: then it matches its 
share on the basis of rural population, 


5. The average of your state's per capita income fieure for 
47-L8-L9 was $1,269, The national average was $1,337, Your state 
percentage was 47.5, while the federal percentage was 52.5, This per- 
centage figure is used in computing the basis of matching both the 
$40,000 and the amount available on the basis of rural population, 

I mention the percentages should you care to estimate your share 

of federal funds in the event your state is unable to match the full 
amount, 


Sincerely, 


Mrs, Margie Sornson Malmberg 
Director, ALA Washington Office 


The following news item was sent to various newspapers through- 
out the State, So far as is known only the Deseret News, the Salt 
Lake Tribune, the Idaho State Journal, and the Idaho Daily Statesman 
(on page 10!) printed the item, 


Governor Len Jordan feels that the Library Service Bill, now 
pending in the United States Senate, would be highly desirable for 
improving library facilities and services in this state, In a letter 
to Eli M, Oboler, President of the Idaho State Library Association, 
Governor Jordan further asserted that, "This project would call for 
legislative action in order to set up State matching funds for 
participation with Federal funds if and when they are available," 
Attorney General Robert E, Smylie, in another letter, stated that: 

"From the point of view of our State, the absence of legis- 
lative appropriation, except in minimal amounts, would seem to 
preclude participation in the feceral program, unless the main- 
tenance appropriation at the Library could be regarded as an 
appropriation for library extension," 


Mr, Oboler explained that the pending Library Service Bill 

would make available to the State a total of $72,749 from Federal 
funds, but that to secure this total, Idaho must furnish 365,823, 

These figures represent the total annual allotments possible each 

year for five years ufter the bill zoes into effect as a law, If 

the State does not match the full amount each year, amounts propor- 
tionate to whatever is appropriated by the legislature will be received 
from Federal funds, 


"Here is unparalleled opportunity for improving the very in- 
adequate library service now provided throughout our state", said 
Mr, Oboler, "By using these funds, any one or all of the following 
programs can be carried into effect: 

1, Demonstrations of county or regional library service 
2, Decentralization of state library into regional branches 


3, Bookmobile service from a headquarters 
4, Specialists or general consultants to work with local boards 

5. Book stocks to all libraries, the state library, or a recional 
library 


If the bills proposed by the Idaho State Library Association at the 
last legislative session had been passed, at least work could be done 
on preparing a state plan to be put into effect when legislative 
action is taken, As the situation is nov, all we can do is hope 

that the 1953 legislature will do its part to help bring improved 
library service all over Idaho," 


July 2, 1951 


Dear Mr, Oboler; 


«+. How much money does the state appropriate for the service 
of the Traveling Library? I think that money could be counted for 
extension purposes and in that way you might have an opportunity 

to benefit somewhat from the plan, You will recall that I indicated 
that states not able to take full advantaze of the plan could grad- 
ually, Therefore, whatever is spent for library extension purposes 
now will count, I do hope that they will permit you to take advan- 
tage of it to an extent, 


It would seem to me that this might well be an opportunity for 
the State Library Association to campaign, You might point out how 
the very lack of any kind of program is responsible for your being 
unable to take advantage of the program, There is only one other 
state that I know of in a similar position and that is Arizona, 

You might point out too that some of the opponents to federal aid 

say that their reasons for opposing is that the library service is 

a state responsibility, Yet your state has failed to accept even the 
first step of the state responsibility, 


Sincerely, 


Mrs, Margie Sornson Malmberg 


= 


(Sent by Mrs, Malmberg July 2,) 


INVEST IN THE FUTURE 
SUPPORT THE LIBRARY SERVICE BILL S, 1452 
Introduced by Hill (D), Douglas (D), and Aiken (R) 


Purposes 


To stimulate states to strengthen existing but inadequate services 
and to extend library services to primarily rural areas, 


To provide means for studying effective methods of extendinz 
service to rural areas, 


To make available to children and adults library materials with 
which to entertain, educate, and inform themselves continuously for 
more effective, profitable, and pleasant living in this time of crisis, 


Need of the Service: 


30 million people in the United States, roughly 90°/o of whom 
live on farms and in small villages, have no access to local public 
library service, In 9 states more than 5070 of the people are without 
library service while in only 10 states are fewer than 10Y%o of the 
citizens without local public library service, 


The recent rejection of the equivalent of 1) divisions of men 
unable to meet the educational requirements of selective service 

and the recent New York Times survey revelation that 3, 500,000 rural 
boys and girls are receiving an inferior education emphasize the need 
for public library service to supplement and complement the school, 


The American people are a mobile people with 6090 of the in- 
dividuals now residinz in states other than which they were born, 
To be sure that the citizens cominz into a new community are enlizht- 
ened and informed adequate informal and formal educational oppor- 
tunity must be provided throughout the country, 


How will this Bill help: 


Federal funds will be available for a state controlled program 
designed by the library agency, The State Agency will bring library 
service to people by such varied means as library demonstrations, 
bookmobile service, advisory personnel to help the local community 
develop its local program, book stocks for the state library to loan 
both to libraries and individuals, direct grants to individual libra- 
ries for books, or any other methods that provide effective service, 
Funds cannot be used for the purchase of land or buildings, 


Each state matches federal funds on the basis of its own per 
capita income, This applies to the initial allotment of $40, 000 
as well as to the funds available on the basis of rural population, 


How long and how much: 


For five yeavs at an investment of less than one package of 
gum per person, 27,500, 000 will be available annually for states to 
match for library extension purposes, 


What can you do to helps: 


Learn what a library can do for individuals, organizations, 
industry and farmers, 


Study the needs of your ovn community and your own state, 


Familiarize yourself with the plan and type of service to be 
available in your state under the program, 


Interest individuals, organizations, your Congressman, and 
Senators in the program, 


(Excerpted from a letter from Mr, Leonard Thorp, dated June h,) 


ee. "I have considered the problem of Idaho's sharing in federal 
funds under a federal library service bill; it seems to me a double 
impossibility; the funds for matching could only be derived from a 
legislative appropriation, which has not been made; and I doubt whether 
the only state library agency we have would qualify with the federal 
zovernment to administer a grant, 


If such a bill is passed, the only thing we can do with it is 
to show library supporters and the legislature, what Idaho stands 
to lose by lack of appropriate library legislation and agencies," 


With the above collection of letters, news releases, and com= 
ment, the membership of ISLA has in its hands as much information 
concerning the Library Service Bill as does your president, Of course, 
the Library Service Bill has not passed and still faces a rocky road 
through Congress, If it does pass, as the preceding has made clear, 
Idaho will stand to gain very little if anything from its benefits, 
Instead of a possible $72,749 per year for five years, the best ve 

can get from federal funds, if our present budget for the State 
Travelling Library is counted as money spent for library extension 
purposes, will be around $20,000 a year, To administer this fund 

we have now only the ex-officio Library Commission and the State 
Travelling Library, Let us hope that the governor's approval of the 
bill is a good omen for positive, favorable legislative action in 


1953. 
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ERIEF BITS ISC CLASSES 


The new public library building Ten practicing and prospective high 
at Buhl was dedicated in June. school librarians took two library sci- 
ence courses this summer at Idaho State 
% % College, under the tutelage of Miss 


Martha M, Guenther, assistant librarian 
The Clearwater Memorial Library af ISC, 


at Orofino moved into the VF\W How did the rest of the library- 
building in June. Over 500 resi- training classes in Idaho, listed in 
dents now are registered, the April "Librarian", do? Write and 


tell us all about your achievements. 


The Reverend William Purdue of NORTH IDAHO JUNIOR 

the Citizens' Library Committee in 

Jerome recently announced the com- Inadvertently, the April "Librarian" 
mittee's plans for a new complete omitted the name of Marie Elder Krider 
city library building. Until funds as librarian of North Idaho Junior 


are available, the library will College. Miss Krider is now in her 
probably expand into the Civic Club third year as librarian there; from 
meeting room, her office window, she writes, "we have 


a complete panoramic view of beautiful 
Lake Coeur d'Alene and surrounding 
mountains." 


FRASER BETTER 


Friends of Miss Jessie Fraser ALA AIDS 
of Twin Falls - and that certainly com a 
includes the entire ISLA! - will be The Committee on Geographic Organi- 
blad to hear that her leg, broken zation of ALA has voted against forcing 
just before our May meeting, is state associations to accept only ALA 
healing nicely. Miss Fraser plans members. It did decide for requiring 
to attend PNLA conference; in Aug- a majority of ALA members in a state, 
ust she probably will move from rather than only 10, as now, to vote 
wheel chair to crutches. But to to establish a state chapter of ALA. 
quote her, "I certainly have read The committee leaned toward requiring 
several books." geographic chapters to reapply for 
' chapter status under the new majority 
provision. Council of ALA will vote on 
these recommendations at the July meeting 


PNLA PLANS 


Miss Lesley Heathcote, of Mon- "LIERARIAN" ASKS 
tana, next PNLA president, asked 
us to consider Sun Valley as the What do you want in your association 


1952 site for the PNLA convention. quarterly? Send ys your articles,your 
Unfortunately, Sun Valley is book- news, your questions, and the answers 
ed for August and September, 1952. you found for yourself. This is your 
Maybe 1953? We'll try again! magazinel 
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IDAHO FALLS ITEMS 


Miss Marion Orr of Idaho Falls 
writes that: "Vie now have a cata- 
loger who will take over the posi- 
tion on September first. She is 
Miss Margaret Kelch, former refer- 
ence worker here but now employed 
at Gonzaga University in Spokane. 
At the moment I am teaching an 


apprentice class of four high school 


girls so that we will have plenty 
of assistance in the after school 
hours next year. Mrs, Fackler,the 
children's librarian, is almost re- 
covered and will return to work 
September 1. Our last year's bud- 


get cut was fully reinstated this 
year so that we are looking forward 
to better times," 


RADIO REPORT 


Your Association president has 
kept busy since coming to Idaho by, 
among other activities, a weekly 
radio program entitled "Books and 
You", first over KEYY, then, since 
October 1950, on KSEI. The 15- 
minute Saturday morning program is, 
so far as can be *scertained, the 
only regular .book-review program 
now on the air in Idaho. Any other 
library broadcasters? 


NO CONJZNTION  ~. 


The current ALA councilor from 
Idaho has found it impossible to 
attend the July conference. Un- 


fortunately, no one else from Ida- 
ho was able to attend as his proxy. 
Sorryl 


UTAH REPORT 


A few quotations from the 1950-1951 
report of L, H. Kirkpatrick, the 1li- 
brarian, University of Utah, may be of 
interest: . 


"Those familiar with higher educa- 
tion will know that there are two things 
which make the difference between a tiny, 
unaccredited college and a great uni- 
versity. These two things are the fac- 
ulty members and the library. The tiny 
college can offer the same courses and 
use the same text books, but if the 
faculty members are untrained, the stu- 
dents won't learn much. Similarly, if 
the small college does not have a good 
library to keep the faculty up-to-date 
and to make possible genuine research, 
the little school will aiways be ten 
to fifteen years behind the times, 


«ewe often wonder if we aren't so 
busy checking in our materials and 
getting ready for use that we fail per- 
haps to give the best of service. 


»eelthe whole purpose of a librzry is 
reaily to gather books and other print- 
ed materials for the sake of making 
them available to people, It seems 
wrong to spend thousands of dollars for 
materials and then to lock these mate- 
rials up and keep them away from stu- 
dents. Wwe have accordingly scheduled 
service for every day of the week. 


«».as long as we can hire people 
who use our work as a stepping stone 
to something better, we can get a high 
grade worker for less money than might 
be expected. There is a question as 
to whether or not the University ought 
to be willing to more or less exploit 
students or clerical workers, but with 
our limited budget that is about all 
we can do, 
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NEWS NOTES 


UTAH REPORT - CONT'D 


e+e am sure that any expert from the American Library Association or the 
Association of College and Research Libraries would criticize us very 
severely for having too small a staff and too low a salary scale, They 
would point out that we are trying to do just about twice as much as 
might be expected with this small a staff. It would be interesting to 
see whether cr not any eliminations of positions or economy in personnel 
would be attempted. Actually most experts recommend I am sure that we 
either curtail our service or increase our budget. : 


«+eThis report was not multilithed at state expense." 


BOISE PUBLIC LIBRARY'S SUMMER READING CONTEST GOES "WESTERN" 


The Boys! and Girls' Department of the Boise Public Library is the 
most western place in the west this summer. The Department has been deco-~ 
rated with cowboy panelings around the walls, a Diamond Bar ranch in the 
center of the room, corrals on the tables, and the charging desk dressed 

up to resemble a chuck wagon. ° 

This has all been done in order to entice as many children as possi- 
ble to enter the "Cowboy Contest" - a summer reading project. And has it 
worked! Since June 1, nearly 00 children have signed up and more are 
entering every day. Library diplomas will be given the boys and girls 
reading 0 books during the summer, and their names will be placed on the 
Honor Roll. Book prizes will be awarded those reading the most over and 
above the 0. 

In answer to the oft repeated question "Why a cowboy contest"?, we 
can only say in our defense, that according to psychology a person be- 
comes frustrated when denied anything he wants. We intend to give the 
children their fill of cowboys, Indians, and western ranch life this 
summer. There is a special shelf of cowboy books with titles like these 
on it - "Rodeo" by Rounds, "Fiddling Cowboy" by Regli, "Cowboy Encyclo- 
pedia", "Will James Book of Cowboy Stories", "Cowboy Jamboree", by 
Felton, and many other older titles. The Department is even paving the 
way now for a Fall Roundup of books during Book Week, using the same. 
theme with variations. Lest a misunderstanding arises, we might say that 
the children are not urged to read just cowboy stories, The diplomas are 
given for any book read of "literary merit", however, the atmosphere is 
so realistic that even the Library Staff finds themselves using western 


lingo, and wanting to put on "chaps", 


Mildred Selby 
Children's Librarian 
Boise Public Library 
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